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 This project describes  an attempt to implement the core principles of the course 

(language, thought, and behavior) in an effort to explore the history of gardening on 

UNM campus.  The result is a personal journey that can only be described as an academic 

derive.  The academic derive evolved out of a need for input and a need to experience 

more than just  unsuccessful research.  I sought to explore what the campus itself had to 

tell.  I would glean every morsel of knowledge, experience, or insight available.  This 

need arose from a total lack of tangible evidence of a gardening past. Rather than hand in 

a few photographs with an outline of my failures, I sought to utilize my communications 

toolbox, and make this a journey of exploration and discovery.  This project was a joint 

venture between myself and Shelly Baily; we were in contact throughout the semester.  

Due to the extreme lack of content, we decided to split the project into two distinct 

portions.   Shelly will deal with the immediate history of gardening at UNM.  That is 

anything since the millennium, and I will tackle the period before that.  It may seem an 

unfair split; however, it was necessary in order to provide me with something to report 



 

 

on.  There was actually more information pertaining to the last ten years than the whole 

history prior to it.   

  

Rather than a linear description of events, I will begin by defining an academic derive.  

The derive “a technique of rapid passage through varied ambiances. Dérives involve 

playful-constructive behavior and awareness of psychogeographical effects.”  (Debord, 

1958)  Moreover, “In a dérive one or more persons during a certain period drop their 

relations, their work and leisure activities, and all their other usual motives for movement 

and action, and let themselves be drawn by the attractions of the terrain and the 

encounters they find there.” (Debord, 1958)  So, this definition would imply that an 

academic derive would be impossible due to the fact that the academic nature of the work 

is work and therefore motivates the derive and the movement itself.  I would argue that 

the motivation for the derive was similar to the motivation of the original Situationists. 

As they sought to explore the limitations placed upon them by the city of Paris itself, I am 

seeking to explore the limitations that the UNM campus places upon me.  I want to know 

if the campus itself lends to this absence of a history of gardens at UNM.   

 This raises the question, “Is there really an absence of a gardening history on 

UNM campus?”  The answer to the question is an emphatic yes.  I made repeated 

attempts to gather information on the history of gardening here at UNM.  My first attempt 

was an effort to use mass communication, in the form of the Daily Lobo.  I contacted 

Devon at the Daily Lobo and we ran a two-week ad requesting any and all information 

from any and all sources pertaining to knowledge of any type of garden here on UNM 

campus.  After two weeks, it became apparent that there would be no responses.  Shelly 



 

 

contacted and met with Mary Clark, and she spoke of the Hokona rooftop garden.  I was 

unable to find any tangible evidence of the garden., nor was I able to confirm its 

existence.  It may be an urban legend.  This in itself has worth as a communications tool.  

Long before the internet, face book or you tube, the urban legend was one of the most 

effective means of communicating cultural phenomenon.  The face-to-face transmission 

of knowledge was the predecessor to today’s viral video.   But much like a classic urban 

legend, I was unable to capture that all important photograph.   

 The next resource that I examined was the UNM Library system.  This was an 

adventure in itself.  Fact is there is not one single reference in the central library system 

gardening here at UNM.  When a LIBROS search was done, the only related information 

that was available can be split into two categories:  research done on gardening by a 

professor off campus or poetry written by a UNM associate related to some off campus 

garden or gardening project.  Fortunately, UNM has specialized collections that are not 

referenced in the general LIBROS system!  After, an entire afternoon referencing and 

cross referencing keywords in an effort to glean some information, I was referred to the 

UNM archivist.  Her name is Terry Gugliotta.  She was a wealth of enthusiasm if nothing 

else.  She was very passionate about her position as historian, and she referred me to the 

Center for Southwest Research at the Zimmerman Library.  Here again I met with 

unbridled enthusiasm for the project, but with limited results.  I worked with a number of 

Library Information Specialists in an effort to locate photographic evidence of past UNM 

gardens.  Despite their  willingness to help and their mastery of the data system, they 

were unable to provide any concrete information.  I was referred to and read through the 

two following reference books. 



 

 

 

 
Only in New Mexico - Van Dorn Hooker 
Call Number: LD3781 N534 H66 2000 
ISBN: 0826321356 

 
Miracle on the Mesa - William E. Davis 
Call Number: LD3781 N52 D38 2006 
ISBN: 0826340172 
 
Unfortunately, neither book had any useful garden reference information.  But, there was 

a definite and prolonged outline of the study of  man made structures here at UNM.  It 

was very easy to trace the evolution of architecture here at UNM.  This was one of the 

first motivating facts that led me to the concept of an academic derive.  But I did not yet 

know what it was.  Once we discussed it in class, and I went on my childhood 

neighborhood derive, I was certain that I needed to do something new.   

 As for traditional academic research, the only fruitful  exercise was to look 

through old yearbooks.  Mirage, the official UNM yearbook, was published from 1898 to 

1978.  Needless to say, manually looking through an 80 year span of yearbooks was an 

adventure in itself.  Despite the fact that there was no coffee allowed in the viewing 

room, I was able to complete the task in only 4 visits.  It was actually a very interesting 

journey through time.  It also reinforced the fact that UNM was and is anything but an 

urban campus.  When UNM was founded, the whole east side was a wild garden.  UNM 

was the “only” thing out here.  It was literally in the wilderness.  The Mirage highlighted 



 

 

the social, academic, and architectural changes throughout  the century.  The 

transformation of the landscape and the culture were apparent.  Each glorious addition to 

the infrastructure of the campus was immortalized through photograph. The only real 

history of gardening that I could find was during WW II.  There was a campus Victory 

Garden.  In the 1945 issue of Mirage, I found the following photo. 

 

 

 

Professor Barnhart watches the worms turn in the campus Victory Garden,  (Mirage 1945, pg.95) 

 

 

 

 

 Now I have arrived at the point of academic derive.  I began by riding my 



 

 

motorcycle to a part of campus that I had never been to.  I parked at the new Math and 

Sciences Building.  Where do I  begin?  First , I sat under a very “new” tree on a  very 

“new “ lawn and pondered the significance of this journey.  

 Who? Me! 

 What? Academic Derive for whatever that s worth! 

 Where?  UNM campus and parts unknown! 

 When?  A blustery November Monday! 

 Why?  I am seeking evidence of gardening! I am looking for photographs!   

It becomes apparent that this journey needs a much more substantial “why?”.    Why does 

it matter that we have a history of gardening here at UNM?  I think it has to do with 

validity.  The current Lobo Garden movement is gathering momentum, but it is by all 

means a radical social change here on campus.  “Social movement scholars recognize that 

drastic social change of any kind is exceedingly rare, and even moderate social change is 

difficult.” (Lakoff, 2010)  By providing a root in history, perhaps the current gardeners 

can overcome the paradigm that this is an urban campus.  We need to show that there is a 

legacy of gardening here at UNM, in an effort to validate the current gardening efforts.   

 Having renewed my vigor for the experiment, I begin by following the manmade 

contour of the land.  There is a 20 foot wide bicycle path that leads to the front of 

Bandelier Hall West.  Much to my surprise I find a garden.  It is the rose garden.  This is 

not a mainstream edible garden, but I must expand my horizons.  This is a derive after all. 

Upon returning home, a quick Google search led to websites praising the culinary worth 

of rose petals.  Rose petals can be used as a garnish, as part of a salad, as a jelly, or as a 

candy base.  So I have been deriving for 2 minutes, and I have found a garden.   



 

 

 The next place that I was led to that I had never visited before was Scholes Hall.  

This building did have photographs; lots of photographs.  The hallways were lined with 

historical photos; however, it was as if the yearbooks had been scrap booked and framed 

to hang on the walls.  This collection of UNM history was a testament to the expansion of 

UNM.  Each architectural expansion was immortalized in black and white.  This further 

reinforced the idea that the institution itself restricts access to a more environmental 

history.   The institution is seen as  self sustaining.  Only through expansion can it 

continue to grow and to live.  

  I came out of Scholes Hall, and I was immediately drawn to the duck pond.  Well 

here was a fish garden and a duck garden.  I found that the Duck Pond was completed in 

1976, and that it was a very controversial project.   The pundits believed that the green 

space was unnecessary.  The Duck Pond would be a waste of valuable real estate.  I 

would be hard to imagine UNM campus without this defining feature. It is one of the few 

places that I feel comfortable at UNM.  It is a place where my children and I both have  

use for the space.  Generations can coexist in this wonderful space. 

 Having spent quite enough time in Zimmerman library, I walked past this space in 

an effort to find Hokona Hall.  Perhaps I could encounter a possible rendezvous.   If I 

asked around, maybe someone would know about this fabled Hokona Hall rooftop 

garden.  No luck on confirming the existence of the garden or the garden lore, but I was 

able to speak to a dozen people about Lobo Gardens.  I talked about your  Lobo Garden 

class last summer.  We talked about Jessica‘s Spring 2010 lobo Garden class.  No one 

knew about the garden at the Real Estate office.  Everyone thought a garden at or near the 

SUB would be a great addition.  Perhaps the most interesting thing that came up was the 



 

 

idea of in room gardening.  More than one student thought that they could garden in their 

window sill.  Seemed like they were very informed and very motivated.  So, in an effort 

to research the history of gardens on campus, I actually spread the history of Lobo 

Gardens around campus. 

 Having left the dorm, area, I proceeded towards Mesa Vista hall.  I explored the 

2nd and 3rd floors.  Here again were huge aerial and ground photographs.  But again they 

were a testament to University expansion.  They recorded the growth of the institution in 

terms of monuments erected.  I find it ironic that the natural landscape which is nameless 

seems to be replaced by buildings named after people.  It is almost like we need to justify 

the demolition of nature .  If we personify it, we give worth to it.  Somehow the 

Zimmerman library is more important than an empty field.   

 I left Mesa Vista hall and proceeded directly to the SUB.  I have never been 

upstairs.  I wonder what is here.  This space is slightly more culturally diverse.  There are 

relics from the cultures that were conquered in order to make this institution possible.  

Sacred indigenous art and artifacts were displayed like trophies.  And here again were the 

photos of architectural expansion.   This completely leads me to believe that the 

institution itself frames the experience of the institution. The bricks are very old, so they 

have worth.  There is a legacy here of architecture.   

 In order for Lobo gardens to succeed , it must overcome this dominant cultural 

paradigm.  It has become more apparent to me that we need to establish a legacy and a 

history that validates the existence of Lobo Gardens.  This project did not yield many 

results in terms of photographic proof, but it does reaffirm the need for a visual  history 

of gardening at UNM.  There is a well documented history of man’s concrete creations.  



 

 

They build upon themselves.  They create the language, thought, and behavior that 

dominated the landscape.  We must discover this lost and hidden history, so that we can 

continue to build a history for the next generation. 
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